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COLOMBIAN   TOREADORS   IN   THE   RING   AT   ST.   ANA,   TOL1MA
The bull-fight, the national sport of the Spaniard, is no unusual sight in the department of Tolima, and never fails to draw together a large throng of enthusiastic spectators from the Spanish and Indian communities. It is the favourite diversion of many of the workers in the far-famed Tolima gold mines, and no great holiday would be deemed complete which had not witnessed this spectacle
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beginnings were. It was then a desolate spit of sand, uninhabited save for a colony of longshoremen, boatmen and " roustabouts," who swarmed " like so many animals in filthy huts built of palm leaves/' and exchanged the money they earned for wine in the disreputable saloons. " Murder is frequent among them," the description went on, " and fighting their chief amusement."
All that belongs to the past, and the change which has been brought to pass there may be typical of a change that will come over the Republic as a whole now that it is in closer touch with the United States and with Europe. It has a broad basis of resources on which to
build, and as its future prospects expand, so will a Colombian nation be formed. This will be, in the opinion of those who know the country well, a mixture of Spanish and Indian. There is no race barrier in the Republic. No one is ashamed of being a mestizo (half-breed). Most of these are labourers, small fanners, fishermen, domestic servants, artisans or shopkeepers. But many are found among the lawyers, doctors and business men. The number of families with an unmixed Spanish descent is small and grows smaller. The new race is in process of formation. How it will turn out must be doubtful for a century or two.
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